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Visits    to    Milwaukee 

and  Achievements 

Recited. 

Milwaukee's  first  memorial  status 
of  Abraham  Lincoln— built  with 
the  pennies  of  school  children  and 
the  contributions  of  factory  work- 
ers, business  and  professional  men 
and  Grand  Army  veterans— was  un- 
veiled yesterday  at  a  lakefront 
ceremony  attended  by  2,000  persons. 

Music .  and  speeches,  with  all 
civic  groups  represented,  com- 
prised the  program,  -which  took 
place  at  the  foot  of  the  huge  bronze 
statue  of  the  emancipator  on  Lin- 
coln Memorial  bridge,  culminating 
a  project  that  had  its  beginning 
nearly  a  score  of  years  ago. 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremony  the 
veil  was  drawn  by  a  school  child, 
Betty  Bahde,  12,  of  5348  N.  Thirty- 
fifth  street,  chosen  from  delegates 
from  every  public  and  parochial 
school  in  the  city. 

IDEALS  ABE   RECITED. 

Speakers  set  forth  again  the 
ideals  and  achievements  of  the 
country's  martyred  president  and 
described  his  early  connections 
with   Milwaukee. 

Mayor  Hoan,  who  presided  as 
chairman  of  the  civic  committee  in 
charge  of  the  project,  declared  tha 
"man  of  the  people"  to  be  the 
greatest    statesman    of   all    history. 

"Lincoln  believed  all  good  things 
are  created  by  labor,"  the  mayor 
said.  "He  believed  all  good  things 
must  belong  to  those  who  create 
them.  He  opposed  selfish  groups 
that  would  deny  labor  the  fruits 
of  its  accomplishments.  Had  the 
philosophy  of  Lincoln  been  carried 
out,  we  would  not  now  be  in  the 
throes   of   depression." 

Lincoln  was  the  first  ruler  of 
any  great  nation  to  express  modern 
theories  of  social  justice  and  strike 
at  the  roots  of  war  and  depression; 
Hoan    declared. 

"He  is  revered  the  world  over 
as  a  man  who  understood  the  com-„ 
mon  people  and  loved  them,"  the 
mayor,  said.^ea^ants  in  fax  lands, 
according  to  travelers,  have  pic- 
tures  of   Lincoln   in   their   homes." 

Milwaukee's  memorial  statue 
should    serve    as   an    inspiration    to 
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THE    FIFTIETH    ANNUAL    EXHIBITION    OF    THE    ARCHITEC- 
TURAL LEAGUE  OF  NEW   YORK. 
Two  of  the  galleries  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building,  with  a  full-size  replica 
of  the  figure  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Mil- 
waukee, designed  by  Gaetana .Cecere,  winner  of  the  honorable  mention 
award  for  sculpture.    On  the  wall  behind  it  is  a  panel  from  the  mural, 
"The  Evolution  of  Western  Civilization,"  by  James  Michael  Newell, 
which  received  the  gold  medal,  the  highest  award  for  decorative  paint- 
ing.     At    the    side    of    the    steps    are    C.    P.    Jennewein's    figures 
"Air"  and  "Earth.1*' 
(Samuel  H.  Gottocho.) 
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QUARTER-SIZE   MODEL  OF  MILWAUKEE  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN   MEMORIAL 
GAETANO  CECERE,   SCULPTOR 
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PENCIL  POINTS 
(February,  1934) 


Prize  Winning  Lincoln  Memorial  Design 


The  Competition  for  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial 
for  the  City  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  designs  for 
which  were  submitted  to  the  committee  last  June, 
resulted  in  the  award  of  First  Prize  and  the  job  of  exe- 
cuting the  Memorial  to  Gaetano  Cecere,  Sculptor,  and 
Ferdinand  Eiseman,  Architect.  On  this  and  on  the  next 
page  is  shown  for  the  first  time  the  design  as  it  is  to  be 
executed. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  memorial  received  in 
the  competition  a  total  of  forty-two  models,  all  of  which 
were  of  excellent  quality,  both  in  thought  and  execution. 
The  selection  of  the  winning  models  constituted  a  tre- 
mendous task,  and  the  members  of  the  Jury  were  in  session 
for  almost  twelve  hours.  Upon  completion  ol  its  work, 
the  Jury  reported  the  following  awards,  in  addition  to 
the  First  Prize  as  above  noted. 

Second  Prize — S.   F.   Bilotti,  New  York,  Sculptor. 

Third  Prize — Herman   Matzen,  Cleveland,  Sculptor. 

First  Mention — Leslie   Posey,   Chicago,   Sculptor. 

Second  Mention — Christian  Peterson,  Belvedere,  Illinois, 
Sculptor. 


The  models  were  exhibited  during  the  month  of  June 
at  the  Milwaukee  Art  Institute. 

The  Jury  of  Award  consisted  of:  Dr.  Oskar  F.  Hagen, 
Department  of  History  and  Criticism  of  Art,  University  of 
Wisconsin;  Rudolph  Hokanson,  Industrialist,  Milwaukee; 
Richard  Philipp,  Architect,  Milwaukee;  Gerrit  Sinclair, 
Artist,  Milwaukee;  and  Henry  Ohl,  Jr.,  President,  Wis- 
consin State  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  Problem  was  to  design  a  suitable  memorial  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,  to  be  erected  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
Bridge  in  Milwaukee,  to  cost  when  completed,  including 
permanent  placement,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,000.  The 
three  prizes  offered  for  the  designs  placed  first,  second,  and 
third,  respectively,  were  $1,000,  $500,  and  $300.  The 
committee  in  charge  of  the  competition  agreed  beforehand 
to  award  the  contract  for  the  execution  of  the  Memorial 
to   whichever   of  the   three   prize   winners   it   might   elect. 

The  resulting  design  deserves,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
editors,  to  take  its  place  among  the  finest  sculptural  repre- 
sentations of  Abraham  Lincoln  that  have  so  far  been 
achieved. 


DIRECT  FRONT  VIEW  OF  COMPLETE  QUARTER-SIZE  MODEL,  MILWAUKEE  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 
GAETANO  CECERE,   SCULPTOR FERDINAND  EISEMAN,  ARCHITECT 
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MILWAUKEE   SENTINEL 


MILWAUKEE,    MONDAY,    SEPTEMBER    17,    1934 


Honor  Emancipator 


:- 


Take  Part  in  Ceremony 


Two  thousand  Milwaukeeans  yesterday  attended  the  un- 
veiling of  the  city's  first  memorial  statue  to  Abraham  Lincoln 
on  Lincoln  Memorial  bridge.  A  portion  of  the  crowd  is 
shown  above  before  the  $36,000  bronze  statue.  Its  sculptor, 
Gaetano  Cecere  of  New  York,  is  shown  with  Mayor  Hoan, 


*  (Sentinel  Photos.) 

who  presided,  in  the  upper  right  photo.  At  the  extreme  left 
is  Calvin  A.  Bratfiard  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  national  adjutant- 
general  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  the  center,  Betty  Bahde,  12, 
who  unveiled  the  statue. 

; - 


LINCOLN    STATUE    IN    MIL- 
WAUKEE 


With  a  monster  demonstration  of 
civic,  fraternal  and  patriotic  organiza- 
tions the  Cecere  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  unveiled  on  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  Bridge  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
on  September  15,  1934.  The  veterans 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  were  the  guests  of 
honor.  There  was  a  mighty  assembly 
of  patriots  to  take  part  in  honoring  the 
memory  of  a  plain  man  who  never 
shirked  a  duty  or  responsibility  in  a 
marvelous  career  that  began  in  lowly 
poverty  and  was  terminated  by  an  assas- 
sin's bullet  when  he  attained  the  pin- 
nacle of  earthly  achievements  in  the 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

Several  eminent  speakers  gave  their 
interpretations  of  Lincoln's  greatness, 
and  all  of  them,  perhaps,  comprehend- 
ed some  parts  of  his  real  simplicity 
which  consisted  of  uncompromizing 
honesty  as  the  ruling  principle  of  his 
character.  This  statue  was  paid  for  out 
of  penny  collections  from  the  school 
children  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee. 
There  are  many  statues  and  memorials 
to  the  memory  of  the  greatness  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  one  in  almost  every 
state  or  considerable  community.  He 
spoke  a  short  address  in  the  cemetery 
at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  a 
large  number  of  the  slain  on  that  field 
of  carnage  lie  buried,  in  the  presence 
of  the  parents  and  other  relatives  of 
those  slain  soldiers,  which  is  the  most 
perfect  use  of  the  English  language 
ever  written  or  spoken  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. In  a  few  plain  words  he  said  nil 
that  needed  to  be  said  then  and  there 
upon  one  of  the  most  complex  and  far- 
reaching  subjects  the  world  ever  had 
to  deal  with.  That  address  alone  could 
be  his  title  to  immortal  fame.  The 
school  children  are  familiar  with  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  Address.  They  have 
honored  their  fair  city  by  this  expres- 
sion of  their  reverence  of  the  memory 
of  Lincoln. 

Gaetano  Cecere,  of  New  York,  was 
the  sculptor  of  the  statue.  It  is  a  de- 
parture or  innovation,  different  from  all 
other  statues  of  Lincoln,  which  while  it 
is  a  good  statue  in  all  respects,  is 
scarcely  a  good  portrait  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  because  it  lacks  the  beard  that 
he  always  wore  during  his  whole  career 
as  statesman  and  president.  Like  the 
locks  of  Samson  typifying  his  strength, 
Lincoln  was  only  the  backwoodsman 
of  but  little  interest  to  the  world  until 
he  began  to  wear  his  beard  when  first 
elected  to  public  office.  To  depict  Lin- 
coln in  the  character  of  his  greatness 
without  his  beard  is  no  portrait,  and 
any  argument  in  support  of  making 
such  an  innovation  is  asinine  not  to 
employ  a  stronger  term.  No  doubt  the 
committee  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  As- 
sociation were  overpersuaded  to  "give 
the  artist  a  free   hand   to  do  his   best," 
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Lincoln   Statue  on  Lincoln  Memorial 
Bridge,  Milwaukee. 


which  is  exactly  the  right  course  to  take 
when  anyone  employs  a  real  artist.  As 
an  academic  achievement,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  interesting  to  modelers  to  re- 
produce the  likeness  as  it  must  have 
been  without  the  fact  of  the  presence 
of  the  beard,  but  even  if  the  guess  or 
calculation  is  perfect  it  is  not  appropri- 
ate to  place  the  results  of  such  gym- 
nastics in  modeling  forward  as  a  por- 
trait. We  disagree  with  Sculptor  Cer- 
cere,  and  feel  the  committee  got  gypped 
in  placing  their  confidence  in  his  judg- 
ment. 

The  statue  is  handsomely  set  upon  a 
block  of  red  Wausau  granite,  from  the 
quarries  of  the  DeVoe  Granite  Com- 
pany, of  Wausau,  Wis.,  and  it  was  fash- 
ioned and  polished  in  the  plant  of  the 
Royal  Granite  Company,  of  St.  Cloud, 
Minn.  Schaeft'er  &  Company,  2814  West 
Forest  Home  Avenue,  Milwaukee,  were 
the  general  contractors.  In  all  respects 
it  is  a  magnificent  example  of  crafts- 
manship  in    granite   and    bronze. 

The  inscription  reads:  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN,  1809-1865.  In  the  center 
of  the  die  is  a  finely  modeled  spread- 
agle,  and  below  the  eagle  in  three  lines 
centered  are  the  three  words:  PRESI- 
DENT, EMANCIPATOR,  MARTYR. 
All  the  letters  are  Roman  capitals  sunk 
into  the  polished  red  surface  of  the  die. 
One  of  the  contributing  school  chil- 
dren, Betty  Bahde,  12  years  old,  with- 
drew the  veil  at  the  close  of  the  ded- 
icatory exercises. 
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DEDICATORY  CEREMONY 

OF 

THE  CITY  OF  MILWAUKEE 
MEMORIAL 

TO 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

1809  1865 


LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  BRIDGE  PLAZA 


SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH 

ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  THIRTY  FOUR 


THE  MILWAUKEE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 

(A  Brief  History  of  the  Project  as  Told  by  William  George  Bruce) 


The  movement  to  prov;  le  the  City  of  Milwaukee  with  a  suitable 
monument  to  commemorate  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  great 
emancipator  and  martyr  President  had  its  inception  in  the  year  1916. 

A  meeting  of  citizens  was  called  at  the  City  Council  Chamber  by 
Mayor  Daniel  W.  Hoan.  The  plan  of  procedure  outlined  at  this 
meeting  was  to  formulate  a  committee  of  one  hundred  citizens,  out 
of  which  an  executive  committee  of  twenty  five  was  to  be  chosen. 
The  meeting  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following  officers: 
Chairman,  Colonel  A.  J.  Watrous;  Secretary,  William  George 
Bruce;  and  Treasurer,  Frederick  Vogel,  Jr. 

The  records  at  command  indicate  that  the  following  citizens  were  invited  to 
attend:  Charles  L.  Dunlop,  Milton  C.  Potter,  Rev.  A.  H.  Lord,  Matthew  S. 
Dudgeon,  Mrs.  Marie  K.  Whitnall,  Mrs.  George  Zachow,  Gould  Van  Derzee, 
Charles  H.  Voss,  Jr.;  William  Coleman,  John  G.  Wollaeger,  Rev.  H.  H.:  Jacobs, 
Dr.  J.  B.  Modesitt,  Miss  Dorothy  Enders,  Robert  L.  Cooley,  Peter  Barth, 
Frank  A.  Walsh,  Colonel  Charles  M.  Pearsall,  A.  J.  Obenberger,  Chalmer  B. 
Travers,  Mrs.  George  B.  Averill,  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Cook,  Mrs.  Adeline  Klatt, 
Justice  W.  Meacham,  J.  T.  Garland,  Mrs.  Nettie  A.  Hoyer,  Mrs.  Charles 
Juneau,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Dailey,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cudworth,  W.  J.  Hubbard,  Elmer 
Krahn,  Gen.  Otto  H.  Falk,  Mrs.  Milton  H.  Umbrecht,  Mrs.  George  Lines, 
J.  G.  Kissinger,  Roy  L.  Stone,  John  Le  Feber,  Fred  W.  Rogers,  Stuart  F. 
Auer,  W.  Hoffmann,  Ray  Smith,  Rev.  William  Wilson,  C.  R.  Messenger,  John 

E.  Fitzgibbon,  Lyman  G.  Wheeler,  Dr.  Louis  F.  Jermain,  Fred  H.  Dorner, 
Rev.  Enno  Duemling,  Rabbi  Samuel  Hirschberg,  Rev.  E.  J.  Blackwell,  Rabbi 
Harry  S.  Wise,  Colonel  Peter  F.  Piasecki,  Cornelius  Corcoran,  William  E. 
McCarthy,  Harry  V.  Meissner,  A.  R.  Templeton,  Judge  John  C.  Karel,  James 
W.  Fisk,  Archie  Tegtmeyer,  Burt  Williams,  Frank  T.  Boesel,  Miss  Daisy  Car- 
rington,  Miss  Hildegarde  Gloyer,  Clifford  L.  McMillen,  Mrs.  James  Carring- 
ton,  Arthur  Davidson,  Stephen  A.  Park,  General  Charles  King,  George  F. 
Plant,  Frank  C.  Klode,  Delbert  Miller,  Hector  Elwell,  Leo  P.  Haycackie. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial  Association 
were  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  under  date  of 
April  12,  1917.  The  petition  was  signed  by  General  Frederick  C.  Winkler, 
William  George  Bruce,  Col.  A.  J.  Watrous,  Fred  Vogel,  Jr.,  C.  H.  Kelsey, 
Mayor  Daniel  W.  Hoan,  William  McLaren,  Gen.  Otto  H.  Falk,  Rev.  Walter 

F.  Greenman,  Rev.  H.  H.  Jacobs,  Edmund  T.  Melms,  and  Morris  Stern. 

A  CAMPAIGN  INAUGURATED 

A  campaign  to  raise  money  by  popular  subscription  was  inaugurated.  The 
idea  upon  which  the  campaign  was  based  was  that  since  the  life  and  labors 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  afforded  a  lesson  to  that  Americanism  in  which  the 


younger  generations  were  particularly  concerned  it  followed,  too,  that  every 
school  child  should  be  permitted  to  contribute  its  pennies  to  the  fund  and 
thus  stimulate  a  proprietary  interest  in  the  monument  to  be  erected.  Also 
to  afford  every  workingman  an  opportunity  to  contribute  his  mite. 

It  was  believed  that  the  fund  should  be  made  up  of  many  small  sums  rather 
than  of  a  few  large  contributions.  Thus,  it  was  planned  to  carry  the  cam- 
paign into  the  schools  and  the  workshops  of  the  city,  and  thereafter  to  solicit 
subscriptions  from  the  business  and  professional  men  of  the  city  in  order  to 
complete  the  fund. 

The  pennies,  nickels,  and  dimes  collected  in  the  schools  and  factories  of  the 
city  netted  something  like  $18,000.  At  the  same  time,  the  E.  B.  Wolcott  Post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  collected  a  fund  of  about  $5,000,  which 
was  later  merged  with  the  original  fund.  The  subscriberr  to  the  fund  were 
given  certificates  which  issued  in  small  denominations  attesting  to  the  parti- 
cipation in  the  monument  project.  During  the  campaign  the  guestion  as  to 
the  probable  location  of  the  Lincoln  monument  was  freguently  asked.  The 
committee  wisely  refrained  from  all  site  discussion,  holding  that  when  the 
proper  time  came  the  guestion  would  be  satisfactorily  settled. 

Before  the  fund  could  be  completed  the  world  war  came  on,  and  all  further 
attempts  in  raising  money  for  the  project  were  halted.  During  the  period 
of  the  war  the  drives  for  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  overshadowed  all  other 
efforts  in  drives  for  funds.  After  the  war,  the  movements  in  the  direction  of 
patriotic  and  charitable  projects  rendered  it  expedient  to  raise  further 
moneys  for  the  Abraham  Lincoln  memorial.  The  one  attempt,  which  was 
made,  ended  in  failure. 

The  fund,  which  had  been  collected,  aggregating  something  like  $23,000, 
and  which  was  in  the  keeping  of  Fred  Vogel,  Jr.,  and  William  George  Bruce, 
was  deposited  with  the  Wisconsin  Trust  Company.  The  fund  was  invested 
in  approved  securities  under  the  direction  of  the  trust  company  officers. 
Col.  A.  J.  Watrous  had  died,  and  it  was  believed  by  Messrs.  Vogel  and  Bruce 
that  the  responsibility  for  the  carrying  of  the  fund  should  not  be  placed  upon 
the  remaining  executive  officers  of  the  organization.  Hence,  the  Wisconsin 
Trust  Company  was  chosen  as  the  custodian  of  the  memorial  fund. 

PLANNING  THE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 

During  the  year  1933,  it  occurred  to  some  of  those  identified  with  the  original 
movement  that  it  might  be  well  to  consider  once  more  the  project  of  complet- 
ing the  memorial.  It  was  then  ascertained  that  the  fund  had,  through  the 
interest  earnings  made,  been  increased  to  approximately  $32,000.  The 
guestion  here  asked  was  whether  this  sum  would  enable  the  planning  and 
erection  of  a  suitable  monument,  worthy  of  the  man  to  be  honored  and  at  the 
same  time  in  keeping  with  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  community.  There- 
upon Mayor  Hoan  appointed  a  citizens'  committee,  consisting  of  the  follow- 
ing persons:  William  George  Bruce,  Milton  C.  Potter,  Col.  P.  F.  Piasecki, 
W.  Kenneth  Eichfeld,  Rev.  H.  H.  Jacobs,  Charles  Franke,  George  F.  Plant, 
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Col.  Charles  M.  Pearsall  and  Charles  M.  Hambright.  Mayor  Hoan  was 
added  to  the  committee  and  chosen  its  chairman.  William  George  Bruce 
was  made  general  secretary,  and  W.  Kenneth  Eichfeld  recording  secretary. 

The  committee  in  making  a  study  of  the  subject  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  fund  now  at  its  disposal  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  a  memorial  that 
would  measure  up  to  all  accepted  standards.  While  some  of  the  plans 
entertained  at  the  time  the  project  was  first  conceived  involved  a  much  larger 
sum  it  developed  that  a  suitable  pedestal  and  a  bronze  monument  of  the 
proper  height  and  proportion  could  be  obtained  for  the  money  on  hand. 

At  this  point,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  while  the  investment  of  the  fund 
consisted  of  securities  that  were  believed  to  be  gilt-edged,  it  developed  also 
that  there  had  been  a  shrinkage  in  values  and  that  some  of  the  securities 
were  not  immediately  convertible  into  cash.  The  sum  of  $25,000,  however, 
was  secured  in  cash  and  deposited  in  a  safety  deposit  box  at  the  First  Wiscon- 
sin National  Bank,  to  be  expended  as  needed,  and  as  the  project  progressed. 

THE  PRIZE  WINNERS 

In  the  negotiations  entered  into  it  was  decided  by  the  committee  to  hold  a 
competition  for  models  for  the  proposed  monument.  With  the  help  of  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Rose,  Milwaukee  architect  of  national  note,  the  committee  pre- 
pared a  competitive  program.  Sixty-one  sculptors,  many  of  national  and 
international  reputation  applied  to  the  committee  for  permission  to  compete 
for  the  commission  to  execute  the  memorial.  The  program  of  competition  as 
prepared  by  the  committee  was  the  subject  of  much  favorable  comment  on 
the  part  of  the  National  Sculptors  Society.  The  program  limited  the  com- 
petitors to  native-born  Americans,  a  provision  which  the  committee  be- 
lieved to  be  in  keeping  with  the  subject  of  the  memorial.  A  first  prize  of 
$1,000;  a  second  prize  of  $500;  and  a  third  prize  of  $300  were  offered  to  the 
winners  of  first,  second,  and  third  place. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  Alfred  Pelikan,  the  facilities  of  the  Milwaukee 
Art  Institution  were  made  available  for  the  exhibition  and  judging  of  the 
models  submitted.  The  judges  selected  by  the  committee  were  as  follows: 
Garrett  Sinclair,  Oscar  Hagen,  Richard  Phillip,  Rudolph  Hokansen,  and 
Henry  Ohl,  Jr.  After  twelve  hours  of  deliberation,  the  judges  decided  that 
the  winners  of  the  three  places  should  be  as  follows:  Gaetano  Cecere,  first 
place;  S.  F.  Bilotti,  second  place;  and  Herman  Matzen,  third  place.  After 
due  deliberation  the  contract  to  execute  the  memorial  was  awarded  to  the 
first  place  winner,  Mr.  Gaetano  Cecere,  of  New  York.  The  inscriptions, 
which  appear  on  the  face  of  the  pedestal  were  chosen  by  the  committee 
after  considering  hundreds  of  guotations  from  the  lips  of  President  Lincoln. 
The  dedication  was  written  by  William  George  Bruce. 

As  the  work  on  the  completion  of  the  monument  progressed,  it  was  found 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  reinforce  the  Lincoln  Memorial  bridge  structure 
to  properly  carry  the  great  load  of  the  monument.     This  work  of  designing 
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i&»  r&Tssssrr  s-jrpcrts  to  be  installed  beneath  the  bridge  slab  was  done 

:-•:  :~  the  city  by  Mr.  William  F.  Eichfeld,  a  civil  engineer.     The 

■*■:.- l  w  s£  -toured  by  Milwaukee  contracting  firms  and  the  successful  bidder 

Wei  :.".e  A.  C.  Guetzkow  Co.    The  work  of  preparing  and  installing  the  granite 

base  was  also  done  by  a  Milwaukee  firm,   the  Schaeffer  Granite  Co. 


The  pedestal,  which  consists  of  Wausau  red  granite,  the  hardest  and  finest 
granite  guarded  in  Wisconsin,  was  submitted  to  competitive  bidding  and 
was  thus  held  within  the  cost  of  $5,000. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  SITE 

As  already  stated,  the  guestion  of  the  proposed  site  for  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
monument  was  deferred  until  the  time  arrived  when  the  committee  was 
ready  to  proceed  with  the  actual  negotiations  for  the  actual  construction  of 
the  project.    The  sites  suggested  were  the  following: 

The]Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge,  Juneau  Park 

The  Lincoln  High  School 

The  Lincoln  Park 

The  East  Entrance,  Milwaukee  Courthouse 

The  North  End  of  Lake  Park 

At  this  point,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  so-called  Milwaukee  Art  Com- 
mission had  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  the  choosing  of  the  site.  That  body  is 
intrusted  with  authority  to  determine  upon  the  character  and  the  placement 
of  subjects  of  art,  such  as  monuments  and  the  like  placed  upon  public 
property. 

An  examination  of  the  several  sites  led  the  Memorial  Committee  to  favor  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge,  the  Milwaukee  Art  Commission  recommended  a 
beautiful  spot  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Park  as  the  site  to  be  chosen.  Some 
of  the  commission  members  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
Bridge  site,  but  a  compromise  was  reached  whereby  they  recommended  a 
first  and  a  second  choice.  The  outcome  was  the  Memorial  Committee's  first 
choice  and  the  Art  Commission's  second  choice,  namely,  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  Bridge  was  finally  chosen.  It  is  here  where  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
monument  will  be  permanently  placed. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  the  Citizens'  Committee  exercised  excep- 
tional care  in  keeping  the  project  within  the  sum  of  money  placed  at  its 
disposal  and  at  the  same  time  secure  a  monument  worthy  of  the  great  martyr 
President,  as  well  as  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  community  as  an 
American  population  center. 
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SCULPTOR 


ARCHITECT 


Gaetano  Cecere,  sculptor  of  the  statue  of 
Lincoln  Memorial,  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1894.  He  received  his  art  educa- 
tion in  his  native  city.  Beginning  at  the 
National  Academy  of  Design,  his  studies 
continued  at  the  Beaux  Arts  Institute, 
where  he  won  the  coveted  Prix  de  Rome 
in  1920,  a  generous  scholarship  providing 
three  years  of  study  in  Italy.  While 
abroad  he  traveled  extensively,  spending 
much  time  in  Greece,  held  there  by 
a  deep  interest  in  the  beauty  and  sim- 
plicity of  Greek  art,  particularly  of  the 
earlier  period. 

In  1924  he  won  the  Helen  Foster  Barnett 
Prize  for  Sculpture  at  the  National  Acad- 
emy of  Design  in  New  York.  He  received 
Honorable  Mention  for  sculpture  at  the 
Chicago  Art  Institute  in  1927,  the  James 
McClees  Prize  at  the  Pennsylvania  Acad- 
emy of  Fine  Arts,  Philadelphia,  in  1930. 
The  Garden  Club  of  America  awarded 
him  in  1929  and  again  in  1930  their  prize 
for  garden  sculpture. 

Some  of  his  most  important  commissions 
have  been  the  war  memorials  in  the  New 
Jersey  cities  of  Plainfield,  Clifton  and 
Princeton,  also  Astoria,  Long  Island.  He 
executed  the  pediment  group  on  the  Stam- 
baugh  Auditorium  in  Youngstown,  Ohio. 
He  designed  and  modelled  The  Soldier's 
Medal  for  the  United  States  Army,  the 
Princeton  University  Commemorative  med- 
al, and  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany medal  awarded  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  broadcasting  field.  He  has 
recently  completed  a  bronze  tablet  to  Gen. 
Baron  Von  Steuben  which  will  be  erected 
in  the  Steuben  Junior  High  School  in 
Milwaukee. 


Ferdinand  Eiseman,  Architect,  began  his 
architectural  career  in  Chicago,  where  he 
worked  successively  in  the  offices  of 
Schmidt,  Garden  &  Erickon,  Holabird  & 
Root,  and  David  Adler. 

He  won  the  Chicago  Architectural  Club 
Travelling  Scholarship  in  1924,  for  study 
and  travel  in  Europe.  Studied  at  American 
Academy  in  Rome  from  1924  to  1926. 
Studied  and  received  diploma  at  Fon- 
tainebleau  School  of  Fine  Arts,  in  archi- 
tectural course,  1925. 

In  1927  Ferdinand  Eiseman  returned  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  connected 
successively  with  the  offices  of  H.  O. 
Milliken,  Eric  Kebbon,  Thomas  Harlan 
Ellett,  and  Eric  Gugler. 

In  1930  he  won  fourth  prize  in  the  Inter- 
national contest  run  by  the  Standard  San- 
itary Company,  for  best  design  of  a  modern 
bathroom. 


Taught  in  architectur 
Cooper  Union  Art  Schc 
from  1928  to  1930. 


department    of 
New  York  City 


Mr.  Eiseman  is  now  engaged  at  present  in 
work  on  Subsistence  Homestead  projects 
for  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 

His  part  in  the  conception  of  the  Design  of 
the  Milwaukee  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial 
was  concerned  with  the  proper  conception 
and  execution  of  the  granite  base  and 
pedestal.  In  this  it  is  evident  that  he  has 
successfully  formed  a  setting  for  the  figure 
which  is  beautiful  in  its  simplicity  and 
utterly  in  accord  with  the  dignity  of  the 
figure  it  supports. 
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Boy  Scouts  Honor  Lincoln  , 


A  WREATH  was  laid  on  the  statue  of  Lincoln  on  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  bridge  Saturday  by  Scout  James  Schill  of  321  N. 
73rd  st.  as  Boy  Scouts  of  Troop  111  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Statue.  •V</AyV^     'K*'"&uy- *-* *  *  '  —Journal  Staff  Photo 


Milwaukee's  Lincoln  Statue 


This  Lincoln  monument,  situated  on  Lincoln  memorial  bridge  in 
Milwaukee,  will  be  seen  by  Legionnaires  who  visit  Milwaukee  for 
the  national  convention.  It  is  the  work  of  a  famous  Legionnaire 
sculptor,  Gaetano  Cecere,  of  New  York.  The  monument  was  exe- 
cuted in  1D34  when  Cecere  won  the  commission  in  a  national  contest 
in  which  42  sculptors  narticipated. 


•  «-rt,e.r^ 


WEDNESDAY,  FBBRVARY  It,  m* 


Lake  Front  Lincoln  Lonely, 
Even  on  This  Day  of  Tribute 


A  lonely  statue  of  one  of  the  lone- 
liest men  in  history  stood  unattend- 
ed Wednesday  on  Milwaukee's  lake 
front. 

There  he  stood  on  his  birthday — 
Honest  Abe,  the  railsplitter,  the 
martyr  president,  the  emancipator. 
There  was  a  little  patch  of  dirty 
snow  to  the  left  rear,  at  the  base 
of  the  statue.  There  were  a  few 
chalk  and  pencil  marks  on  the  mar- 
ble pedestal.  Except  for  such  un- 
livery company,  he  was  alone. 

Once  Lincoln  had  said: 

"If  the  good  people,  in  their  wis- 
dom, shall  see  fit  to  keep  me  in  the 
background,  I  have  been  too  fa- 
miliar with  disappointments  to  be 
very  much  chagrined." 

But  it  was  not  many  years  ago 
that  the  statue  was  a  live  issue  in 
Milwaukee's  politics.  The  fund 
raising  campaign  started  in  1914. 
In  1934 — a  weary  20  years  later — 
Milwaukee  had  raised  the  necessary 
$25,000  to  build  the  memorial  to 
Lincoln.  Most  of  the  money  came 
from  the  city's  school  children,  and 
the  rest  was  given  chiefly  by  labor 
unions  and  the  Negro  community. 

Center  of  Many  Squabbles 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication  a 
Milwaukee  Journal  reporter  wrote: 

"As  each  year  passed,  veterans  of 
the  Civil  War  still  living  feared  that 
they  would  not  live  to  see  the  monu- 
ment." • 

Despite  the  delay,  Milwaukee  felt 
strongly  about  its  tribute.  It  seemed 
for  awhile  as  if  a  minor  civil  war 
might  be  necessary  to  decide  wheth- 
er the  statue  should  be  placed  in 
front  of  the  courthouse  or  on  the 
lake  front.  Once  the  argument  was 
resolved  in  favor  of  the  lake,  the 
question  was  whether  Lincoln  would 
face  the  city  or  Lake  Michigan. 
There  were  minor  skirmishes  to  de- 
cide if  he  should  wear  the  beard  he 
adopted  when  he  was  52  or  go  beard- 
less. 

In  1947  the  arguments  and  the  en- 
thusiasm seemed  forgotten  and  un- 
real. 

Tribute  of  the  City 

The  cars  passed  by,  a  train  passed 
under  the  bridge,  and  the  ducks  in 
the  lagoon  were  gathered  in  a  large 
group  around  a  child  with  peanuts. 
Milwaukee's  tribute,  perhaps,  was 
more  a  living  thing — the  air  of  free- 
dom, the  quiet  happiness  of  a  con- 
tented community. 

The  figure  of  Lincoln,  unlighted 
at  night  and  so  small  that  it  looked 
almost  lost  on  the  bridge  during  the 
day,  was  a  symbol  again,  not  a 
breathing,  living  creature.  And 
though  the  figure  faced  Milwau- 
kee, the  eyes  were  fixed  just  a  few 
feet  before  the  base  of  the  pedestal, 
making  it  a  symbol  of  prayer. 

Lincoln's  figure  had  been  trans- 
lated into  a  statue,  and  most  would 
agree  that  it  was  fitting.  But  the 
tribute  was  in  men's  hearts. 
i 
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—Journal  Stan 

The  Lincoln  italue 


youth.   W 
retary  a' 
said. 
LOTS  r 

He  told  oi 
cipator  made  to  » 
spring   of   1837    and    . 
1859,  and  declared  that  xw. 
usual    coincidence,    Lincoln    . 
have    launched    his    career    in 
city.  •■-.,  -f 

"When  Lincftln  first  visited  Mil- 
waukee, he  found  a  hamlet  of  less 
than  2,000  persons,  whose  money 
had  disappeared  with  the  land  spec- 
ulators and  promoters  who  had 
thronged  the  village  the  preceding 
year  and  left  for  the  South  in  the 
winter.  Though  at  first  he  favored 
Milwaukee  for  its  harbor  inlet,  geo- 
graphical local  and  natural  in- 
vironment,  Lincoln  was  not  favor- 
ably impressed  when  he  -found  lots 
selling  for  a  suit  of  clothes  or  a 
barrel  of  pork,"  Mr.  Bruce  asserted. 

On  his  second  visit,  Lincoln  made 
two  speeches,  one  before  the  Agri- 
cultural society  and  one  at  the  old 
Newhall  house,  Mr.  Bruce  ex- 
plained. Jo  those  days  he  was  re- 
garded as  .  politician  rather  than 
a  statesman,  however,  and  some 
objected  emphatically  to  having 
him  speak. 

SCULPTOR  GIVES  TALK. 

Greetings  from  the  national  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Army  of  ths 
Republic  were  brought  by  Calvin 
A.  Brainard  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  na- 
tional adjutant-general  of  the  G.  4. 
R.  A  short  talk  was  also  given  »y 
Gaetano  Cecere,  New  York,  scup- 
tor  of  _,the  statue,  and  William  F. 
Borges,  president  of  the  city  prk 
board,  to  whom  Mayor  Hoan^J- 
ficially  presented  the  memoriF  0. 

Guests  of  honor  were  2t  *a*«M 
Army  veterans,  most  of  "  r°m 
the    National    So),,'  ^o 

occupied  the  j ■' 
teemen   and 
singing  was 
lop. 
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Lincoln  Statue  Is  Spending 
Last  Birthday  on  Lake  Front 


Abraham  Lincoln's  statue 
Friday  spent  its  last  Feb.  12  on 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  bridge  in 
the  same  somber  loneliness 
that  often  enveloped  the  great 
president. 

In  the  cold  early  morning  not 
even  pigeons  grouped  beneath 
the  bent  figure.  Scarcely  a  head 
turned  toward  him  from  the 
cars  that  whizzed  by.  The  6  de- 
gree weather  sent  up  a  great 
steam  cloud  from  Lake  Michi- 
gan for  an  eerie  background. 

Lincoln  had  once  said: 

"If  the  good  people,  in  their 
wisdom,  shall  see  fit  to  keep  me 
in  the  background,  I  have  been 
too  familiar  with  disappoint- 
ments to  be  very  much'  cha- 
grined," 

May  Find  New  Home 

The  man's  fame,  of  course,  is 
as  great  as  ever.  And  the  Mil- 
waukee statue,  despite  the 
bleak  scene  Friday  morning, 
may  again  become  the  center  of 
fervent  oratory  that  accom- 
panied its  original  location. 

It  will  have  to  be  moved  late 
this  year  when  construction  of 


the  first  unit  of  the  war  me- 
morial is  started  on  the  site. 

The  new  location  for  the  sta- 
tue has  not  been  chosen. 

"I'm  sure  that  we  will  very 
carefully  consider  the  possibil- 
ity of  keeping  him  somewhere 
on  Lincoln  Memorial  dr,  if  we 
can  find  a  suitable  setting," 
said  Alfred  L.  Boerner,  general 
manager  of  the  county  park 
commission. 

Setting  for  Date 

The  "suitable  setting"  ques- 
tion was  what  brought  civic, 
political,  art,  school  and  other 
kinds  of  experts  into  a  running 
public  debate  that  seemed  20 
years  ago  to  threaten  the  erec- 
tion of  the  statue  anywhere  at 
all. 

A  fund  raising  campaign  for 
the  statue  started  in  1914,  20 
years  before  it  actually  was 
erected.  School  children 
chipped  in  pennies  and  nickels. 
The  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, which  now  has  one  107  year 
old  member  in  Duluth,  Minn., 
then  was  a  strong  enough  force 

in  Milwaukee  to  wage  the  cam- 
paign for  the  statue. 

But  the  GAR  members  began 
to  fear  they  wouldn't  see  the 
statue  as  delays  set  in.  World 
War  I  intervened.  The  fund 
campaign  slowed.  Funds'  col- 
lected and  invested  shrunk  aft- 
er the  1929  stock  market  crash. 
.  Finally,  in  the  early  1930's, 
with  $25,000  collected,  plans 
began  to  move.  Gaetano  Cecere 
was  chosen  from  a  large  group 
of  competing  sculptors  to  carve 
the  figure  of  the  emancipator. 

But  the  site  argument  had 
begun  in  earnest.  Mayor  Daniel 
W.  Hoan  favored  the  Lincoln 
bridge.  The  municipal  art  com- 
mission neld  out  for  th&'^ast 
end  of  E.  Newberry  blvd;  Oth- 
ers proposed  the  courthouse 
steps,  Lincoln  high  school  and 
scattering  of  other  sites. 

The  chief  objection  to  the 
bridge  site  was  that  the  statue 
would  not  "stand  out  enough." 

But  the  bridge  site  was  set- 
tled on  and  the  statue  was  dedi- 
cated Sept.  16,  1934.  A  12  year 
old  girl  pulled  the  unveiling 
string,  while  a  94  year  old  Civil 
war  veteran  said : 

"It's  just  like  him.  I  saw  Lin- 
coln at  Petersburg  when  he 
came  to  inspect  the  army.  After 
he  was  killed  I  saw  him  again 
In  Washington  and  I  marched 
in  the  troop  that  took  his  body 
from  the  White  House  to  the 
capitol." 

But  even  after  the  unveil- 
ing, Lincoln's  quiet  spot  was 
threatened. 

In  1937,  Carl  R.  Holty,  a  Mil- 
waukee and  New  York  artist. 


said  the  statue  was  a  "bottle 
stopper."  He  said  the  museum's 
totem  pole  which  was  also  the 
center  of  a  controversy  would 
look  better  on  the  bridge  than 
the  statue. 

To  which  Samuel  A.  Barrett, 
the  museum  director,  replied: 

"What!  Do  they  want  to  take 
our  totem  pole  from  in  front  of 
the  museum  now  and  move  it 
down  to  the  lake  front?" 

And  Barrett  agreed  with  Hol- 
ty that  the  statue  was  too  small 
for  its  setting. 

Lincoln  stayed  on  the  bridge, 
and  the  initials  carved  on  the 
tough  marble  of  his  pedestal 
show  that  at  least  a  few  citi- 
zens knew  he  was  there.  One 
would  like  to  think  that  Ihe 
words  "We  love  you"  carved 
near  the  great  president's  feet 
represented  a  burst  of  patrio- 
tism, even  if  misdirected.  But. 
initials  scattered  around  the 
words  indicate  that  a  more 
passing  fancyr  inspired  them. 

The  last  Lincoln's  birthday 
observance  at  the  statue's  pres- 
ent location  will  be  held  at  8 
p.m.  Friday  by  the  Milwaukee 
county  chapter  of  the  Catholic 
v*ar  veterans.  A  wreath  will  be 
placed  at  the  base.  "" 


Friday,  February  12,  1954     VuV^i^^^f 


Against  a  background  of  cheers,  speeches  and  band  music, 
Abraham  Lincoln's  statue  was  unveiled  on  the  Lincoln  Me- 
morial bridge  in  September,  1934.  Now  it  must  be  moved  to 
make  way  for  the  new  War  Memorial  Center.         —Journal  staff 


have  fought  to  preserve  Ameri- 
ca's freedom  and  we  resent  very 
bitterly  an  attempt  by  any  group 
to  use  those  freedoms  as  licenses 
for  destroying  America.  We  want 
our  own  members  and  all  Ameri- 
cans to  know  their  enemies,  to 
know  who  the  Communists  are 
and  how  they  operate,"  he  said. 
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